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RESOLUTION 07-23

Title: Transparency Requirement For Hospital Requested Exemption Filing from
ACA Categorical Discrimination

Introduced by: Ashton Lewandowski, for the Medical Student Section
Original Authors: Danielle DuPuis and Joanna Hua

Referred To: Reference Committee A

House Action: APPROVED AS AMENDED

Whereas, categorical discrimination in healthcare is illegal under Title 1 of the Affordable
Care Act (ACA), and

Whereas, the Nondiscrimination in Health Programs and Activities 92.302 provides a route
for hospital institutions to apply for religious exemptions to act in compliance with the law, and

Whereas, patients have a right to dictate their own methods of care, and

Whereas, hospital and healthcare institutions are not currently required to report the
statuses of their religious exemption requests or policies, and

Whereas, patients are not aware of which healthcare institutions have requested religious
exemptions or have enacted policies under said filing, and

Whereas, records of religious exemption requests go to the Health and Human Services
office of Civil Rights are only accessible via a Freedom of Information request, and

Whereas, the Freedom of Information request is not an accessible or timely mechanism for
the public to ascertain such necessary information for their care, and

Whereas, patients could face adverse health consequences if information about exemptions
is not available to the public and they require care that the healthcare facility will not provide;
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS advocates all health care facilities make their filings for religious or
other exemptions accessible to the public; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS will support that a Freedom of Information Act request is not
required for the public to access exemption filing data.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: $16,000-$32,000

Relevant MSMS Policy: None



Relevant AMA Policy: None
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