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RESOLUTION 24-21

Title: Improved Outreach to Minority Communities Regarding the COVID-19
and Other Vaccines

Introduced by: Alangoya Tezel, for the Medical Student Section

Original Author: Sarosh Irani, Hannah Kimmel, Kayla Meyer, and Eric Rosen
Referred To: Reference Committee D

House Action: APPROVED AS AMENDED

Whereas, numerous historic bioethical violations of trust have been enacted upon minority
communities by medical institutions in human subjects research, and

Whereas, such violations of trust include the U.S. Public Health Service Syphilis Study at
Tuskegee, gynecological experimentation without anesthesia by J. Marion Sims, MD, and the Hela
cell line borne from cells unknowingly and non-consensually taken from Henrietta Lacks by
researchers at Johns Hopkins Hospital, which particularly harm the relationship between the
African-American/Black community and medical institutions, and

Whereas, these violations are the backdrop to present-day racial discrimination, false racial
beliefs, and inequitable medical care allocation, access, and quality of care received by minority
communities, furthering the need for medical and governmental institutions to earn the trust of
Black and Latinx patients, and

Whereas, data has shown that COVID-19 hospitalization rates have been at least 2.5 times
higher in minority populations, and

Whereas, minority population tend to be overrepresented in occupations that are
considered "frontline," and therefore at higher risk of contracting COVID-19, and

Whereas, this discrepancy is rooted in years of inequality in housing, transportation, and
health care, and

Whereas, a September 2020 study by the NAACP and the COVID Collaborative that two of
three in the Black community believe "the government can rarely/never be trusted to look after
their interests" and that knowledge of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study is a negative predictor of
vaccine uptake, and

Whereas, this same study found that only 14 percent of Black Americans and 34 percent of
Latinx Americans "mostly or completely trust that a vaccine will be safe," and

Whereas, a December 2020 survey found that while 58 percent of white Michigan voters
plan to get the vaccine, only 33 percent of Black respondents intend to get the vaccine, with 26.1
percent saying "it depends,” and



50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77

Whereas, the Minnesota Immunization Networking Initiative (MINI) successfully reached
vulnerable communities to administer influenza vaccines through building relationships with
community leaders, especially in faith communities, and holding clinics in these community-based
settings, and

Whereas, similar strategies were implemented in the vaccine development stage to actively
recruit and involve populations most affected by COVID-19, specifically racial and ethnic minorities,
and

Whereas, the Michigan COVID-19 Vaccination Plan has already addressed key partners for
critical populations to engage, including school-based health centers, faith-based leaders, and
other services where minority populations in Michigan reside and gather; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS will encourage evidence-based, community-driven interventions to
build trust between minority populations and health care institutions with increased urgency, given
the COVID-19 pandemic underscoring the disproportionate impact of longstanding historical
violations of trust; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS will support the implementation of proven community-centered
strategies, such as collaboration with faith and school-based leaders, for education and
dissemination of information, specifically as it pertains to promotion of COVID-19 vaccination
uptake and vaccine education to minority populations; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS supports community-centered strategies for annual vaccination
efforts, including influenza and childhood vaccine outreach.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: Resolutions only requesting new or revised MSMS
or AMA policy - $500

Relevant MSMS Policy:

MSMS Task Force on Implicit Bias and Health Disparities

Problem Statement: As leaders of change, physicians must be introspective and examine their own
unconscious biases, including how those biases may inadvertently influence care decisions, as well as the
systemic barriers to health equity within their places of employment and the system as a whole. Collective
action is necessary to address institutional factors and social determinants that are roadblocks to achieving
true health equity.

Goal: To eliminate health disparities by pursuing health equity throughout society by direct engagement
with policymakers, medical schools, health care leaders, members, and other stakeholders to advance policies
that lead to a more diverse physician workforce, greater cultural awareness, mitigation of social determinants
of health, and transparent and equitable organizational structures.

Relevant AMA Policy:
None

Sources:

1. Scharff, D. P., Mathews, K. J., Jackson, P., Hoffsuemmer, J., Martin, E., & Edwards, D. (2010). More than
Tuskegee: understanding mistrust about research participation. Journal of health care for the poor and
underserved, 21(3), 879-897. https://doi.org/10.1353/hpu.0.0323

2. Mokwunye, N. O. (2006). African Americans' Trust and the Medical Research Community. Online Journal
of Health Ethics, 3(1). http://dx.doi.org/10.18785/0jhe.0301.03



https://doi.org/10.1353/hpu.0.0323
http://dx.doi.org/10.18785/ojhe.0301.03

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Gamble V. N. (1997). Under the shadow of Tuskegee: African Americans and health care. American
journal of public health, 87(11), 1773-1778. https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.87.11.1773

Ojanuga D. (1993). The medical ethics of the 'father of gynaecology’, Dr J Marion Sims. Journal of medical
ethics, 19(1), 28-31. https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.19.1.28

Boulware, L. E.,, Cooper, L. A, Ratner, L. E., LaVeist, T. A,, & Powe, N. R. (2003). Race and trust in the health
care system. Public health reports (Washington, D.C. : 1974), 118(4), 358-365.
https://doi.org/10.1093/phr/118.4.358

Henrietta Lacks: Science must right a historical wrong. (2020). Nature, 585(7).
doi:https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-020-02494-z

Hoffman, K. M., Trawalter, S., Axt, J. R., & Oliver, M. N. (2016). Racial bias in pain assessment and
treatment recommendations, and false beliefs about biological differences between blacks and whites.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 113(16), 4296-4301.
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas. 1516047113

Williams, D. R,, & Rucker, T. D. (2000). Understanding and addressing racial disparities in health care.
Health care financing review, 21(4), 75-90

Sabin, J. A, & Greenwald, A. G. (2012). The influence of implicit bias on treatment recommendations for 4
common pediatric conditions: pain, urinary tract infection, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and
asthma. American journal of public health, 102(5), 988-995. https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2011.300621
Armstrong, K., Ravenell, K. L, McMurphy, S., & Putt, M. (2007). Racial/ethnic differences in physician
distrust in the United States. American journal of public health, 97(7), 1283-1289.
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2005.080762

Khazanchi, R., Evans, C. T., & Marcelin, J. R. (2020). Racism, not race, drives inequity across the COVID-19
continuum. JAMA network open, 3(9), €2019933-e2019933

Devakumar, D., Shannon, G., Bhopal, S. S., & Abubakar, I. (2020). Racism and discrimination in COVID-19
responses. The Lancet, 395(10231), 1194

Chapman, A. (2020). Ameliorating COVID-19's Disproportionate Impact on Black and Hispanic
Communities: Proposed Policy Initiatives for the United States. Health and Human Rights, 22(2), 329
Covid Collaborative; NAACP; Unidos US; Langer Research Associates. (2020, September). Coronavirus
Vaccine Hesitancy in Black and Latinx Communities. covidcollaborative.us.
https://www.covidcollaborative.us/content/vaccine-treatments/coronavirus-vaccine-hesitancy-in-black-
and-latinx-communities.

Detroit Regional Chamber; Glengariff Group Inc. (2020, December 5). Michigan Statewide Covid-19
Pandemic Survey. DetroitChamber.com. https://www.detroitchamber.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/December-2020-Michigan-Pandemic-Survey-Report.pdf

Peterson, P, McNabb, P., Maddali, S. R, Heath, J., & Santibafez, S. (2019). Engaging Communities to
Reach Immigrant and Minority Populations: The Minnesota Immunization Networking Initiative (MINI),
2006-2017. Public Health Reports, 134(3), 241-248. https://doi.org/10.1177/0033354919834579

United States Department of Health and Human Services. Food and Drug Administration. Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research. (2020). Development and Licensure of Vaccines to Prevent COVID-19:
Guidance for Industry. (Docket No. FDA-2020-D-1137). Retrieved from https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-
information/search-fda-guidance-documents/development-and-licensure-vaccines-prevent-covid-19
Jaklevic MC. (2020). Researchers Strive to Recruit Hard-Hit Minorities Into COVID-19 Vaccine Trials. JAMA,
324(9), 826-828. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.11244

Michigan Department of Health & Human Services. (2020). COVID-19 Vaccination Plan: Michigan.
Retrieved from https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/COVID-

19 Vaccination Plan for Michigan InterimDraft10162020 705598 7.pdf



https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.87.11.1773
https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.19.1.28
https://doi.org/10.1093/phr/118.4.358
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1516047113
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2011.300621
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2005.080762
https://www.covidcollaborative.us/content/vaccine-treatments/coronavirus-vaccine-hesitancy-in-black-and-latinx-communities
https://www.covidcollaborative.us/content/vaccine-treatments/coronavirus-vaccine-hesitancy-in-black-and-latinx-communities
https://www.detroitchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/December-2020-Michigan-Pandemic-Survey-Report.pdf
https://www.detroitchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/December-2020-Michigan-Pandemic-Survey-Report.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/0033354919834579
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/development-and-licensure-vaccines-prevent-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/development-and-licensure-vaccines-prevent-covid-19
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/COVID-19_Vaccination_Plan_for_Michigan_InterimDraft10162020_705598_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/COVID-19_Vaccination_Plan_for_Michigan_InterimDraft10162020_705598_7.pdf

