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RESOLUTION 35-21

Title: COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Regarding People Experiencing
Homelessness

Introduced by: Laura Carravallah, MD

Original Authors: Elizabeth Anteau, Donita Barrameda, Tyler Gresham, Aleena Hajek, Rachel
Hollander, Laina Weinman, and Laura Carravallah, MD

Referred To: Reference Committee D

House Action: APPROVED AS AMENDED

Whereas, approximately 8,575 people in Michigan experience homelessness on a given day,
where homelessness is defined as “a person sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation
(e.g. living on the streets, for example) or living in a homeless emergency shelter,” and

Whereas, people experiencing homelessness have limited access to essential hygiene
supplies and lack of resources to safely social distance or self-quarantine without having their basic
needs threatened, and

Whereas, people experiencing homelessness are at increased risk to contract COVID-19 due
to close contact with varying people and are at increased risk for complications due to high rate of
underlying health conditions with an estimated peak infection rate of 40 percent and 4.3 percent
requiring hospitalization, compared to an estimated infection rate of less than ten percent in the
overall United States population, and

Whereas, people experiencing homelessness are more likely to have difficulty accessing
medical services/vaccinations traditionally, due to decreased internet, telephone, and/or
transportation access, and

Whereas, public health priorities are to prevent COVID-19 outbreaks in facilities and
vaccinate those who are not able to maintain social distance, people experiencing homelessness
are not included as a specific group in the phases although the workers of the shelter are, and

Whereas, some states such as North Carolina and Rhode Island have specifically listed
people who experience homelessness as part of their vaccine distribution strategy prior to
distribution to the general population; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS support increased access to vaccines for people experiencing
homelessness by advocating for the provision of vaccines at sites easily accessible to people
experiencing homelessness such as shelters, food distribution centers, and community centers.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: Resolutions only requesting new or revised MSMS
or AMA policy - $500



Relevant MSMS Policy:
None

Relevant AMA Policy:
None
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