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RESOLUTION 56-19

Title: Good Samaritan Laws Expansion

Introduced by: Charles J. Barone Il, MD, for the Wayne County Delegation
Original Author: Tabitha Moses

Referred to: Reference Committee B

House Action: REFERRED

Whereas, in 2016 drug overdoses killed 63,632 Americans and are the leading cause of preventable
death in the United States'??, and

Whereas, opioid overdose can be effectively reversed using the opioid antagonist naloxone, but
only if this antidote is provided before overdose symptoms lead to death**, and

Whereas, between 21-68 percent of overdose bystanders call 911, but many delay or refrain from
calling 911 altogether often due to fear of arrest®’, and

Whereas, 40 states have passed some form of a “Good Samaritan law” consistent with American
Medical Association (AMA) policy D-95.977 to provide people who seek medical assistance in the event of an
overdose with limited immunity from drug-related offenses?, and

Whereas, Good Samaritan laws provide variable legal protection by state, which may confer
protection against prosecution for: the possession of illicit/controlled substances, paraphernalia, and
parole/pretrial/probation violations; however they do not protect against prosecution for drug-induced
homicide®*'°, and

Whereas, a drug-induced homicide is defined as a crime in which a person delivered or provided
drugs to another person that resulted in their death', and

Whereas, only Vermont and Delaware provide immunity for drug-induced homicide if a person seeks
medical assistance’®, and

Whereas, some states have enacted “911 Medical Amnesty Laws” to protect individuals from arrest,
prosecution or conviction of certain drug offenses if the evidence results from seeking medical assistance for
someone thought to be suffering from a drug overdose'?, and

Whereas, the enactment of aforementioned Medical Amnesty policies in cases of underage drinking
have been shown to not increase consumption'?, and

Whereas, in 2012 the state of Michigan implemented a Medical Amnesty law that protected minors
in alcohol related emergencies', and

Whereas, in Michigan, Good Samaritan laws only explicitly protect against charges of possession for
individuals seeking medical assistance and these laws do not protect against charges of parole violation or
accidental death', and

Whereas, Michigan has enacted drug-induced homicide laws stating that “a person who delivers a
schedule 1 or 2 controlled substance, other than marihuana, to another...that is consumed by that person or
any other person and that causes the death of that person or other person is guilty of a felony,”"> and
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Whereas, the number of prosecutions of drug-induced homicide across the country has increased
over 300 percent since 2011, with the Midwest accounting for a large portion of this increase; family
members, friends, and partners are the frequent victims of these prosecutions®'®'”'¢, and

Whereas, increases in drug-induced homicide prosecutions are correlated with increases in fatal
overdose rates’, and

Whereas, the implementation of Good Samaritan laws along with concurrent naloxone-access laws
led to a nearly 11percent decrease in opioid-related deaths'%; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS advocate for the expansion of Good Samaritan laws and development of 911
Medical Amnesty legislation in Michigan to ensure: (1) That any person who in good faith seeks medical
assistance for a person experiencing or believed to be experiencing a drug overdose shall not be arrested,
charged, or prosecuted for a drug violation, including but not limited to, possession, parole violations, and
drug-induced homicide, if the evidence for the arrest, charge, or prosecution of such drug violation resulted
solely from seeking such medical assistance; and (2) That any person who is experiencing a drug overdose
and, in good faith, seeks medical assistance for himself or herself or is the subject of such a request shall not
be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug violation, including but not limited to, possession, parole
violations, and drug-induced homicide, if the evidence for the arrest, charge, or prosecution of such drug
violation resulted solely from seeking such medical assistance; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the Michigan Delegation to the American Medical Association (AMA) ask our AMA
to support the expansion of Good Samaritan laws and development of 911 Medical Amnesty laws nationally
to ensure: (1) That any person who in good faith seeks medical assistance for a person experiencing or
believed to be experiencing a drug overdose shall not be arrested, charged, or prosecuted for a drug
violation, including but not limited to, possession, parole violations, and drug-induced homicide, if the
evidence for the arrest, charge, or prosecution of such drug violation resulted solely from seeking such
medical assistance; and, (2) That any person who is experiencing a drug overdose and, in good faith, seeks
medical assistance for himself or herself or is the subject of such a request shall not be arrested, charged, or
prosecuted for a drug violation, including but not limited to, possession, parole violations, and drug-induced
homicide, if the evidence for the arrest, charge, or prosecution of such drug violation resulted solely from
seeking such medical assistance.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: $25,000 or more as this resolution directs MSMS to engage in
legislative advocacy.

Relevant MSMS Policy:

Naloxone Availability and Pricing
MSMS supports efforts to increase access to affordable naloxone including but not limited to collaborative practice
agreements with pharmacists and standing orders for pharmacies. (Res51-17)

Good Samaritan Protection
MSMS supports legal protection for doctors, nurses, and paramedical personnel who assist travelers experiencing
medical problems. (Prior to 1990)

Relevant AMA Policy:

911 Good Samaritan Laws D-95.977

Our AMA: (1) will support and endorse policies and legislation that provide protections for callers or witnesses seeking
medical help for overdose victims; and (2) will promote 911 Good Samaritan policies through legislative or regulatory
advocacy at the local, state, and national level.




Prevention of Opioid Overdose D-95.987

1. Our AMA: (A) recognizes the great burden that opioid addiction and prescription drug abuse places on patients and
society alike and reaffirms its support for the compassionate treatment of such patients; (B) urges that community-
based programs offering naloxone and other opioid overdose prevention services continue to be implemented in order
to further develop best practices in this area; and (C) encourages the education of health care workers and opioid users
about the use of naloxone in preventing opioid overdose fatalities; and (D) will continue to monitor the progress of
such initiatives and respond as appropriate.

2. Our AMA will: (A) advocate for the appropriate education of at-risk patients and their caregivers in the signs and
symptoms of opioid overdose; and (B) encourage the continued study and implementation of appropriate treatments
and risk mitigation methods for patients at risk for opioid overdose.

Harm Reduction Through Addiction Treatment H-95.956

The AMA endorses the concept of prompt access to treatment for chemically dependent patients, regardless of the
type of addiction, and the AMA will work toward the implementation of such an approach nationwide. The AMA affirms
that addiction treatment is a demonstrably viable and efficient method of reducing the harmful personal and social
consequences of the inappropriate use of alcohol and other psychoactive drugs and urges the Administration and
Congress to provide significantly increased funding for treatment of alcoholism and other drug dependencies and
support of basic and clinical research so that the causes, mechanisms of action and development of addiction can
continue to be elucidated to enhance treatment efficacy.

Increasing Availability of Naloxone H-95.932

1. Our AMA supports legislative, regulatory, and national advocacy efforts to increase access to affordable naloxone,
including but not limited to collaborative practice agreements with pharmacists and standing orders for pharmacies
and, where permitted by law, community based organization, law enforcement agencies, correctional settings, schools,
and other locations that do not restrict the route of administration for naloxone delivery.

2. Our AMA supports efforts that enable law enforcement agencies to carry and administer naloxone.

3. Our AMA encourages physicians to co-prescribe naloxone to patients at risk of overdose and, where permitted by
law, to the friends and family members of such patients.

4, Our AMA encourages private and public payers to include all forms of naloxone on their preferred drug lists and
formularies with minimal or no cost sharing.

5. Our AMA supports liability protections for physicians and other health care professionals and others who are
authorized to prescribe, dispense and/or administer naloxone pursuant to state law.

6. Our AMA supports efforts to encourage individuals who are authorized to administer naloxone to receive appropriate
education to enable them to do so effectively.

7. 0ur AMA encourages manufacturers or other qualified sponsors to pursue the application process for over the
counter approval of naloxone with the Food and Drug Administration.

8. Our AMA urges the Food and Drug Administration to study the practicality and utility of Naloxone rescue stations
(public availability of Naloxone through wall-mounted display/storage units that also include instructions).
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