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RESOLUTION 43-19

Title: Resentencing for People Convicted of Marijuana-Based Offenses
Introduced by: Brent Oldham for the Medical Student Section
Original Authors: Mara Darian, Vikas Kanneganti, Tabitha Moses, Jaya Parulekar, Siri Sarvepalli,

Aaron Sherwood, and Brianna Sohl
Referred to: Reference Committee B

House Action: DISAPPROVED

Whereas, from 2016 to 2017, more than 20,000 arrests involving marijuana charges were made in
Michigan, which accounted for approximately eight percent of all the arrests in the state and approximately
10 percent of all drugs arrests'?, and

Whereas, 87 percent of the arrests in Michigan were for possession and 13 percent were for
sales/distribution, of which 90 percent of possession arrests accounted for one ounce or less of marijuana'?,
and

Whereas, the Michigan Department of Corrections spent approximately $214,900,160 in 2017 to jail
individuals for marijuana-related offenses®**, and

Whereas, a 2014 report by the National Research Council found mandatory minimum sentences for
drug offenders to “have few, if any, deterrent effects”*, and

Whereas, in 2016, throughout the United States, 44,700 people whose most serious offense was drug
possession were serving sentences in state prisons’, and

Whereas, according to the United States Department of Education, individuals who have been
convicted with possession of a controlled substance under any Federal or State law are ineligible to receive
federal grants, loans, or work assistance for one year after a first offense, two years after a second offense,
and for an indefinite period after their third offense?, and

Whereas, arrests for marijuana possession, regardless of whether the person was later convicted on
these charges, have been shown to negatively impact opportunities such as finding employment, housing,
and obtaining student loans, which can lead to widespread and multifactorial individual health
consequences®'®", and

Whereas, criminalization of drug use is associated with increased stigma and discrimination of drug
users, and that stigma and discrimination experienced by drug users is associated with decreases in mental
and physical health''3, and

Whereas, nationally, African Americans are three times as likely to be arrested for marijuana
possession than whites; a similar pattern is seen in Michigan where African Americans are 2.6 times more
likely to be arrested despite the fact there are no significant differences in use®®, and

Whereas, 10 states (Alaska, California, Colorado, Maine, Michigan, Nevada, Oregon, Vermont,
Washington, and the District of Columbia) have legalized the use of both recreational and medicinal
marijuana', and
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Whereas, in the past four years, 10 states have passed laws addressing expungement of certain
marijuana convictions, pairing these laws with other policies to its decriminalization or legalization', and

Whereas, in 2018, California became the first state to enact legislation ordering its Department of
Justice to conduct a review of criminal records and identify past convictions eligible for recall or dismissal of
sentence, dismissal and sealing, or re-designation in accordance with the Adult Use of Marijuana Act', and

Whereas, California’s passage of Proposition 47 showed that reductions in criminal penalties for drug
possession can reduce racial and ethnic disparities in the criminal justice system, allowing for improvements
in health inequalities linked to social determinants of health; additionally, the dismissal of misdemeanor
marijuana convictions may dramatically improve the lives of those seeking housing, employment, or an
education'®', and

Whereas, Colorado and Massachusetts have approved legislation allowing individuals convicted for
possession to petition to seal criminal records of misdemeanor offenses that are no longer considered
crimes™, and

Whereas, during the 2018 elections, Michigan voters passed Proposal 1 to legalize the recreational
use and possession of marijuana for individuals 21 years of age or older'®'?, and

Whereas, Macomb and Oakland County Prosecutors have already began dismissing low-level
marijuana criminal charges®, and

Whereas, state legislation, House Bill 6227, was introduced, but not addressed during the 2017-2018
Legislative session to require judges to review requests of people convicted of low-level marijuana crimes?';
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS supports the resentencing of persons who are currently serving a sentence
for offenses for which the penalty is reduced, so long as the person does not pose a risk to public safety, and
to redesignate or dismiss such offenses from the criminal records of persons who have completed their
sentences; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS supports legislation to set aside convictions of marijuana based offenses in
certain criminal cases.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: $1,000 or more for costs related to the adoption of new or
revised MSMS or AMA policy.

Relevant MSMS Policy:

Marijuana (Pending final approval by the 2019 MSMS HOD)

MSMS considers marijuana use a public health issue with potentially severe adverse health effects and opposes the
recreational use of marijuana. (Prior to 1990)

Edited 1998

Amended 2019 (Res46-18 AND 70-18)

Relevant AMA Policy:

Cannabis and Cannabinoid Research H-95.952

1. Our AMA calls for further adequate and well-controlled studies of marijuana and related cannabinoids in patients
who have serious conditions for which preclinical, anecdotal, or controlled evidence suggests possible efficacy and the
application of such results to the understanding and treatment of disease.

2. Our AMA urges that marijuana's status as a federal schedule | controlled substance be reviewed with the goal of
facilitating the conduct of clinical research and development of cannabinoid-based medicines, and alternate delivery




methods. This should not be viewed as an endorsement of state-based medical cannabis programs, the legalization of
marijuana, or that scientific evidence on the therapeutic use of cannabis meets the current standards for a prescription
drug product.

3. Our AMA urges the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), and the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) to develop a special schedule and implement administrative procedures to facilitate grant
applications and the conduct of well-designed clinical research involving cannabis and its potential medical utility. This
effort should include: a) disseminating specific information for researchers on the development of safeguards for
cannabis clinical research protocols and the development of a model informed consent form for institutional review
board evaluation; b) sufficient funding to support such clinical research and access for qualified investigators to
adequate supplies of cannabis for clinical research purposes; ) confirming that cannabis of various and consistent
strengths and/or placebo will be supplied by the National Institute on Drug Abuse to investigators registered with the
DEA who are conducting bona fide clinical research studies that receive FDA approval, regardless of whether or not the
NIH is the primary source of grant support.

4. Our AMA supports research to determine the consequences of long-term cannabis use, especially among youth,
adolescents, pregnant women, and women who are breastfeeding.

5. Our AMA urges legislatures to delay initiating the legalization of cannabis for recreational use until further research is
completed on the public health, medical, economic, and social consequences of its use.
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