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RESOLUTION 24-19

Title: Promote Recycling in Michigan

Introduced by: Laura Carravallah, MD, for the Genesee County Delegation

Original Authors: Adrianna Jackson, Jacqueline Mercado, Alex Mikhail, Mustafa Mohamed, and Rachel
Santay

Referred to: Reference Committee B

House Action: APPROVED AS AMENDED

Whereas, MSMS Policy states MSMS supports recycling materials whenever possible and purchasing
recycled products', and

Whereas, over 40 percent of municipal solid waste in Michigan could be recycled using standard,
curbside recycling? and

Whereas, in 2013, only two of every three Michigan residents had access to curbside recycling or a
convenient drop-off facility, and many residents living in Northern Michigan or the Upper Peninsula had no
such access?, and

Whereas, in December 2018, former Governor Snyder signed Senate Bill 601 into law, allocating
roughly $24 million a year toward recycling and landfill oversight in Michigan, in order to improve the
recycling rate*®, but no new studies have been conducted to measure any increase in recycling rate, and

Whereas, the recycling rate in Michigan is likely well below the national average because of a lack of
public awareness and lack of convenient access to recycling, and

Whereas, Resource Recycling Systems, the consulting firm specializing in recycling that prepared the
2015 report on recycling in Michigan, has suggested that public education around recycling is “probably the
most important (factor) for keeping a quality system (of recycling) going,”® and

Whereas, increasing recycling rates will mitigate the environmental impact of the disposal of
municipal solid waste, by avoiding the use of landfills and thus reducing greenhouse gas emissions, such as
methane, and “reduce air and water pollution associated with making new products from raw materials,”’
and

Whereas, 25.5 percent of all solid waste in Michigan’s landfills came from out-of-state sources in
fiscal year 20168, likely due to Michigan’s low landfill tipping fee of $0.36/ton, attracting other states and
Canada to dump their trash in Michigan®, and

Whereas, landfills also negatively impact the neighborhoods around them, through increased noise,
odors, and possible groundwater and air pollution'®, and 18 of the 89 Superfund sites in Michigan are former
landfills", and

Whereas, residents living near landfills are at risk for adverse health effects including but not limited
to low birth weight, birth defects and cancers'?, and

Whereas, numerous studies have demonstrated an association between environmental waste
exposure and increased rates of spontaneous abortions, stillbirths, intrauterine growth restriction and
premature births'?; therefore be it
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RESOLVED: That MSMS support legislation allocating resources to promote recycling in the state of
Michigan including advertising curbside recycling and local recycling centers; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS support legislation to increase the Michigan landfill tipping fee to
discourage the use of Michigan landfills by neighboring states and countries in order to preserve the quality
of Michigan’s environment for years to come.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: $25,000 or more as this resolution directs MSMS to engage in
governmental advocacy.

Relevant MSMS Policy:

Recycling
MSMS supports recycling materials whenever possible and purchasing recycled products. (Res60-90A)

- Edited 1998

Policy Statement of Environmental Pollution

MSMS supports efforts to improve environmental health. MSMS supports all agencies charged with the control of
environmental pollution. (Prior to 1990)

- Edited 1998

- Reaffirmed (Res35-05A)

- Reaffirmed (Res02-16)

Relevant AMA Policy:

Green Initiatives and the Health Care Community H-135.939

Our AMA supports: (1) responsible waste management and clean energy production policies that minimize health risks,
including the promotion of appropriate recycling and waste reduction; (2) the use of ecologically sustainable products,
foods, and materials when possible; (3) the development of products that are non-toxic, sustainable, and ecologically
sound; (4) building practices that help reduce resource utilization and contribute to a healthy environment; and (5)
community-wide adoption of 'green’ initiatives and activities by organizations, businesses, homes, schools, and
government and health care entities.
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