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RESOLUTION 22-19

Title: Opposition to Medicaid Work Requirements

Introduced by: Brent Oldham for the Medical Student Section

Original Authors: Shannon Paquette, Blake Sanford, Sam Schuiteman, and Shilpi Sharma
Referred to: Reference Committee B

House Action: APPROVED

Whereas, in June 2018, despite calls to the Governor from organizations such as the American Heart
Association, American Lung Association and Cancer Action Network for a veto, legislation was signed into
law requiring Healthy Michigan beneficiaries to work at least 80 hours per month in a job, job training
program, internship, volunteer position, or receive substance abuse treatment’, and

Whereas, the AMA passed a resolution in 2018 opposing work requirements for Medicaid
beneficiaries, and

Whereas, according to the nonpartisan Michigan House Fiscal Agency, five to 10 percent of Healthy
Michigan enrollees are expected to drop or be forced out of their coverage as a result of this law', and

Whereas, 60.1 percent of Healthy Michigan Plan beneficiaries work or are homemakers, in school, or
retired and 11.2 percent report being unable to work?, and

Whereas, since enrolling, 47.8 percent of Healthy Michigan Plan beneficiaries reported their physical
health had improved, 38.2 percent reported their mental health had improved, and 69.4 percent of
employed beneficiaries reported that having the plan helped them to do a better job at work?, and

Whereas, more than half of Healthy Michigan Plan beneficiaries agreed that having health care
coverage made them better able to look for a job and over a third of employed beneficiaries agreed, or
agreed that having coverage helped them get a better job? and

Whereas, of the third of Healthy Michigan beneficiaries with a health condition that prevents them
from working, only 43 percent received Social Security Income (SSI) which would exempt them from work
requirements?, and

Whereas, it is likely that much of the burden of ensuring compliance with Medicaid work
requirements will fall on physicians, creating extra administrative work and ethical conflicts?, and

Whereas, in 2018 a federal court voided the implementation of Medicaid work requirements in
Kentucky for not upholding Medicaid’s primary goal of providing affordable healthcare coverage®; therefore
be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS opposes work requirements as a criterion for Medicaid eligibility.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: $1,000 or more for costs related to the adoption of new or
revised MSMS or AMA policy.



Relevant MSMS Policy:

Medicaid Expansion
MSMS supports the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. (Board-Jan13)
— Reaffirmed (Board-March 17)

Automatic and Affordable Health Insurance Coverage for All
MSMS supports affordable health insurance coverage for Americans. (Res41-01A)

Relevant AMA Policy:

Opposition to Medicaid Work Requirements H-290.961
Our AMA opposes work requirements as a criterion for Medicaid eligibility.

Medicaid and Efforts to Assure it Maintains its Role as a Safety Net H-290.986
The AMA supports the position that the Medicaid program maintain its role as a safety net for the nation's most
vulnerable populations.
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