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Whereas, the American Public Health Association, American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, and American Academy of Pediatrics support evidence-
based, comprehensive sex education that begins in childhood and discusses both the benéefits to delaying
intercourse and using contraception; this method is shown to help young people build healthier
relationships, delay sex, reduce risk of sexually transmitted infections (STls), and unplanned pregnancy
once they do begin sexual activity'** 4>¢, and

Whereas, studies indicate that regardless of the decrease in formal sex education for students,
there has been no change in number of adolescents talking to parents about the topic, and those parents
that do discuss may have limited or inaccurate knowledge about contraception or other sexual health
topics’®®, and

Whereas, in 2015, the pregnancy rate of adolescents in Michigan aged 15 to 19 was 31.6 per 1,000,
much higher than the national rate of 22.3 per 1,000"®", and

Whereas, Michigan's rates of reportable gonorrhea, chlamydia, and syphilis among children aged
15to 19in 2013 are between 8 to 31 percent above the national rates'?, and

Whereas, in 2016, STl rates in Michigan for children aged 10 to 14 and 15 to 19 substantially
increased as they entered the next age bracket: Gonorrhea, 1 percent to 21 percent and Chlamydia, 1
percent to 30 percent'?, and

Whereas, an increasing number of adolescents are using the internet and other media as a source
to educate themselves and fill the knowledge gaps on sexual health, but this information is often
inaccurate or inappropriate*'¥, and

Whereas, adolescents as young as eight years old are also being exposed to sexual material via
media outlets; 51 percent of males and 32 percent females claimed to have viewed pornography before
the age of 13215, and

Whereas, hypersexualized culture created by advertisement, music, and television may be
stimulating adolescents to engage with risky behavior at a younger age and encourage them to “grow up”
faster'®17.1819 and

Whereas, Michigan Compiled Law 380.1507a states that a parent or guardian of a student is able to
write a “continuing written notice” which allows their child to be excused from sex education courses from
then forth until the parent/guardian authorizes enrollment?’, and

Whereas, similar Michigan school “opt-out” programs, such as those for vaccinations, require in-
person education and yearly waiver updates?'; therefore be it
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RESOLVED: That MSMS supports that parents or guardians who choose to have their children opt
out of school sex education be required to submit an opt-out notice each year that their child is to be
excused from school sex education; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS lobby the Michigan Legislature for the repeal of Michigan Compiled Law
380.1507a from the Michigan Revised School Code regarding the a “continuing written notice” for opting
out of school sex education.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE
Relevant MSMS Policy:

Statement on Sex Education

The primary responsibility for family life education is in the home. At local option and discretion there
should be complementary family life and sex education programs in the schools at all levels. Such
programs should 1) be part of an overall health education program; 2) be presented in a manner
commensurate with the maturation level of the students; 3) have professionally developed curricula; 4)
include ample involvement of parents and other concerned members of the community; and 5) utilize
classroom teachers and other professionals who have shown an aptitude for working with young people
and who have received special training.
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