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House Action: APPROVED

Whereas, the average American discards over $500 a year in foods and beverages they
purchased and did not consume', and

Whereas, a restaurant discards as much as 10 percent of food prepared and generates on
average 3,000 pounds of food waste per employee annually*?, and

Whereas, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reported that 40 percent of food
produced within the United States is discarded, comprises over 21 percent of waste sent to landfills or
incinerators, and costs over $1.3 billion to dispose of**, and

Whereas, food waste makes up the single largest category of waste entering landfills,
comprises roughly 11 percent of total greenhouse gas emissions, and as a consequence, makes
landfills the third largest source of methane in the country®$, and

Whereas, a 2011 study estimated annual greenhouse gas emissions from food waste equated
to the emissions of roughly 33 million passenger vehicles’, and

Whereas, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) estimated that in 2010, 133
billion pounds of food worth roughly $161 billion went unconsumed*, and

Whereas, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations estimated in 2011 that
“roughly one-third of food produced for human consumption is lost or wasted globally”é, and

Whereas, achieving a 20 percent reduction in annual edible food waste translates into an
additional 30 billion pounds of edible food per year available for human consumption®, and

Whereas, in 2015, the EPA and the USDA issued a call to action at their 2015 Food Recovery
Summit to reduce food loss and waste by 50 percent by the year 2030'°, and

Whereas, the United Nations resolved to halve by 2030 “per capita global food waste at the
retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including post-
harvest losses,”'" and

Whereas, edible food loss incurs human health costs due to lost calories and nutrients that
could have been consumed by the hungry as well as opportunity costs from the natural resources,
manpower, and infrastructure invested in the production of that food*'*'*, and

Whereas, a recent study estimated food waste annually accounts for more than 25 percent of
total freshwater and 300 million barrels of oil consumed', and
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Whereas, Michigan offers soil carbon credits for landfill diversion and composting food scraps
and yet, it currently lacks an equivalent incentive for individuals and small businesses in reducing food
waste that would then be subsequently either composted or landfilled''¢, and

Whereas, food rescue is described as the “practice of diverting edible food that would have
been thrown out and redistributing this to those in need or those who are food insecure,”"” and

Whereas, charitable organizations often rely on partnerships with farmers, food enterprises,
and other entities to rescue food, combat hunger, and alleviate food insecurity®, and

Whereas, while the EPA’s Food Recovery Hierarchy prioritizes utilizing food rescue to feed the
hungry, the total amount of edible food currently rescued is still less than 2 percent®'é, and

Whereas, AMA policies H-135.938 and H-135.939 showcase the AMA’s support for community
programs aimed at furthering sustainable means of waste reduction and for healthcare professionals
to partner with community members in realizing similar initiatives; and

Whereas, H.R. 2428, The Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act of 1996, was passed to encourage
food donations through liability protection for food donors and non-profit organizations, and to
resolve confusion on liability for food recovery and donation operations'?°, and

Whereas, no federal agency has been tasked with publicizing the Emerson Act and, as a
consequence, community awareness regarding protections provided is often limited?'*?, and

Whereas, while the Federal Food Donation Act of 2008 expanded Emerson Act protections to
federal agencies and their affiliates to encourage donation of excess food to non-profit organizations,
they are not required to do so and are not required to keep track of donations?, and

Whereas, in 2017, H.R. 952, H.R. 3444, and S.1680 were introduced to provide the USDA with
oversight and enforcement of the Emerson Act, extend protection to donors who donate food directly
to needy individuals, and expand Emerson Act protections to include foods previously mislabeled in
ways not directly impacting food safety'®*%*2¢, and

Whereas, those interested in donating excess food have cited difficulties in participation from
fear of liability and negative press coverage to cost and logistical difficulties in transporting donations

to reduction or elimination of tax incentives®?2?7282930: tharefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS work with appropriate stakeholders to advocate for legislation to
promote increased food rescue and donation; and be it further; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS work with appropriate stakeholders to advocate for increased
awareness of policies and regulations pertaining to and supporting food rescue and donation; and be
it further; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS encourage vendors and relevant third parties to prioritize and practice
sustainability and mitigate food waste through food donation.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE



Relevant MSMS Policy:

Enhancing Public Safety Relation to the Food Industry
MSMS supports, where appropriate, Michigan-based community health initiatives or educational programs that
promote public awareness of food safety and the source of food products available to consumers. (Res36-10A)
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