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 12 

 13 

Whereas, oral contraceptive pills have been available for over 55 years with a 14 

prescription, and 15 

  16 

Whereas, they have few side effects, and 17 

  18 

Whereas, oral contraceptives have several beneficial effects including the reduction of 19 

endometrial and ovarian cancers1, and 20 

  21 

Whereas, the U.S. has the highest teenage birthrate of all industrialized countries, and 22 

  23 

Whereas, the cost of a medical visit for a prescription presents a formidable financial 24 

barrier to many, and 25 

  26 

Whereas, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists are in favor2 of over 27 

the counter access to oral contraceptives; therefore be it 28 

  29 

RESOLVED:  That MSMS supports the American College of Obstetricians and 30 

Gynecologists’ committee opinion 544 which supports making oral contraceptives available as 31 

over the counter medication. 32 

 33 

 34 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE:  NONE 35 
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