
RESOLUTION 87-16 1 

 2 

Title:   School Safety Inspections 3 

 4 

Introduced by:  Gunjan Malhotra and Tamara Roumayah for the Medical Student Section 5 

 6 

Original Author: Shubhangi Arora, Anne Drolet, Jeanne Kochkodan, Gunjan Malhotra, and 7 

Tamara Roumayah 8 

 9 

Referred to:  Reference Committee D 10 

 11 

House Action:  APPROVE 12 

 13 

 14 

Whereas, children spend nearly one-third of their days in school buildings, and the 15 

environment of the school buildings may affect their health and well-being, and 16 

  17 

Whereas, the American Association of School Administrators put out a statement that 18 

students are more likely to prosper when their environment is conducive to learning including 19 

the environmental conditions of the building1, and 20 

  21 

Whereas, schools older than 40 years likely require renovations (i.e., new electrical, 22 

roofing) and urban areas may have several older school buildings in various states of disrepair2, 23 

and 24 

  25 

Whereas, school districts are currently responsible for maintaining the school buildings 26 

in their districts, with varied results, and 27 

  28 

Whereas, lack of proper inspection on behalf of some school districts has led to states of 29 

disrepair so severe that the health and safety of the children in that school is in jeopardy, such 30 

as in Detroit where there have been alarming reports of safety hazards including ceiling tiles 31 

falling on children, floors buckling, toxic mold growing in classrooms, inadequate heating 32 

systems, rodent and insect infestations3, and 33 

  34 

Whereas, the conditions of the schools in Detroit have prompted teachers to organize 35 

“sick-out” days to protest these dangerous conditions in over 60 schools, leading to thousands 36 

of children not attending school for days at a time4, and 37 

  38 

Whereas, the city of Detroit has responded to the recent public outcry against the 39 

deplorable conditions of the school buildings in the Detroit Public School system by committing 40 

to inspect all Detroit Public School buildings by April 2016, but has not made mention of any 41 

plans to continue with inspections at regular intervals after the current issues are addressed5, 42 

and 43 

  44 

Whereas, other school districts in Michigan may have buildings in similar states of 45 

disrepair, in part due to lack of proper inspections, and 46 

  



Whereas, the state of Michigan currently has policies in place to regulate the inspection 47 

of schools in regards to food and sanitation, playground equipment safety, and fire safety, but 48 

does not have policy regarding regulation of school building inspections on a regular basis for 49 

health and safety concerns6,7,8; therefore be it 50 

  51 

RESOLVED:  That MSMS advocate for regular inspection of all school buildings for health 52 

and safety violations, to be conducted by the local health departments and overseen by the 53 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services or an appropriate governing body, which 54 

would include but not be limited to inspection of: malfunctioning heating systems, unsafe 55 

water contamination, toxic mold, structural hazards (i.e., falling ceiling tiles, unsafe flooring), 56 

rodent and insect infestations; and for the appropriate regulatory body to enforce the timely 57 

correction of these health and safety violations by either the school district in question or the 58 

state of Michigan, in order to protect the health and wellness of children in schools. 59 

 60 

 61 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE:  NONE 62 
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