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RESOLUTION 19-16

Title: Data Tampering in Public Health Reporting
Introduced by: Paige Goote for the Medical Student Section
Original Author: Nicholas Harrison

Referred to: Reference Committee D

House Action: AMEND

Whereas, there is currently a state of emergency in the city of Flint based on
dangerously high levels of lead in its water resulting in the doubling of blood lead levels in
children, and

Whereas, it has been alleged that data on the amount of lead in Flint’s water had
previously been manipulated by public employees to hide these elevated lead levels, and

Whereas, manipulation of public health data to avoid reporting unfavorable
circumstances represents an unethical act in any such case, and

Whereas, manipulation and/or intentionally inaccurate reporting of public health data
presents a tremendous and direct threat to community health and patient safety, and

Whereas, current American Medical Association (AMA) policy H-170.986 states that
“Public and private agencies should increase their efforts to identify and curtail false and
misleading information on health and health care,” and “Information on health and health care
should be presented in an accurate and objective manner,” and

Whereas, no current AMA or MSMS policy directly addresses the possibility of
criminalizing acts of intentional distortion, manipulation, or omission of public health data
carried out by public employees in the State of Michigan or nationally, and

Whereas, the intentional distortion of data by state employees is not at this time clearly
punishable as a criminal offense in Michigan, and

Whereas, Michigan legislators are currently exploring legislation to criminalize the
distortion, manipulation, or omission of state public health data by public employees, with a
felony punishment for the culpable employee and/or any supervisor proven to have coerced
the employee into such an act; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS strongly opposes any intentional tampering, distortion, or
manipulation of data used in preparation for an official report by public employees as they
represent dangers to public health and unethical acts; and be it further
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RESOLVED: That MSMS supports and will lobby for the criminalization of acts of

intentional distortion, manipulation, or omission of data used in preparation for an official
report by public employees, in an effort to dissuade such unethical actions and the danger they
pose to public health.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE
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