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14

Whereas, adding fluoride to public water sources started as a public15

health initiative before the efficient and streamlined research methods we have16

today, and since its implementation, clinicians and public health workers have17

come to regard use of artificially fluoridated water as necessary and beneficial1,18

and19

20

Whereas, currently, 64% of Americans, and 89.8% of the Michigan21

population automatically receive fluoride in their drinking water2, but only 3% of22

European countries artificially fluoridate their public water supplies, and23

24

Whereas, over 91% of the U.S. fluoridated water is treated with25

fluorosilicic acid and sodium silicofluoride, yet few studies have examined26

effects of chronic low doses of these products in humans; existing studies27

have largely used sodium fluoride as the model compound for demonstrating28

safety and efficacy3, and29

30

Whereas, there have been no randomized clinical trials conducted to31

examine benefits or risks of introducing chronic, low levels of fluoride to32

drinking water4, and33

34

Whereas, recent studies have called the presumed benefits of fluoride35

into question by showing no difference in the amount of tooth decay between36

countries with and without fluoridated water5, and no increase in dental caries37

in communities that have discontinued fluoridation6, and38

39

Whereas, human and animal studies have suggested multiple negative40

health effects associated with varied levels of fluoride, including neurotoxicity41

and reduced IQ7, disrupted endocrine function8, and dental fluorosis9, and42

43

Whereas, it is difficult to monitor or regulate the fluoride consumption of44

the population because fluoride has been shown to accumulate in the body10,45

and fluoride consumption varies in individuals due to exposure from other46

occupational and environmental sources, especially with increasing presence47

of fluoride in food products11, and48

49



Whereas, more research is needed to examine the effect of fluoride on50

people within at-risk groups, such as infants, the elderly, diabetics, those with51

renal failure, and those hypersensitive to fluoride12; therefore be it52

53

RESOLVED: That our MSMS support rigorous research into the risks and54

benefits of public water fluoridation, particularly the use of silicofluorides; and55

be it further56

57

RESOLVED: That our MSMS urge the Michigan Department of58

Community Health to conduct further research regarding the risks and benefits59

of fluoridation of Michigan public water supplies, with particular emphasis on60

vulnerable populations.61

____________________________________________________________________62
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WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE64
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