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RESOLUTION 53-11

Title: CMS Guidelines and Homes for the Aged — LPN  Scope of
Practice

Introduced by: Domenic R. Federico, MD, for the Ken t County Delegation
Original Author:  Jayne E. Courts, MD
Referred to: Reference Committee B

House Action:

Whereas, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Servi  ces (CMS) Home for
the Aged guideline R325.1932 allows for resident me  dications to be “given,
taken, or applied pursuant to labeling instructions or signed orders by the
prescribing licensed health care professional,” and

Whereas, the CMS Home for the Aged definition (12) lists a licensed
practical nurse as a “Licensed health care professi onal,” and

Whereas, the presence of a licensed practical nurse (LPN) is not required
at a Home for the Aged (Assisted Living facility), yet many facilities choose to
employ LPNs to help provide health care for theirr  esidents, and

Whereas, CMS surveyors have chosen to disallow the receipt of verbal
orders by LPNs at some of these facilities, eventh  ough the LPNs are practicing
within their scope of practice, and

Whereas, the need for a written/faxed order may inh  ibit expeditious care
for these residents when a duly licensed LPN is ava ilable on-site for their acute
care needs; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS encourage CMS to allow the rec eipt of verbal
orders in Homes for the Aged which employ licensed practical nurses so that
appropriate care may be provided in a more expediti  ous manner; and be it
further

RESOLVED: That MSMS ask CMS to change guideline R3 25.1932 to
clearly allow receipt for verbal orders as the CMS surveyors currently vary their
own interpretation of this guideline which makes th e Home for the Aged
facilities vulnerable to unfair citations.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE



