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________________________________________________________________ 13 

 14 

  Whereas, tobacco smoke is a known and preventable  cause of morbidity 15 

and mortality, and 16 

 17 

 Whereas, tobacco use is responsible for approximat ely 440,000 deaths 18 

annually 1, and  19 

 20 

 Whereas, 49,000 of those deaths are through second  hand smoke 2, and 21 

 22 

 Whereas, through the Doctor Ron Davis Smoke Free A ir Law, Michigan 23 

has already restricted smoking in public places and  food service 24 

establishments, and  25 

 26 

 Whereas, hospitals have implemented smoke free cam puses to promote 27 

better health, and 28 

 29 

 Whereas, people living in apartment building compl exes are especially 30 

vulnerable to secondhand smoke, and 31 

 32 

 Whereas, air filtration systems do not adequately reduce secondhand 33 

smoke exposure in apartment buildings since smoke p articles are extremely 34 

small 3, and 35 

 36 

 Whereas, children in apartment buildings are subje cted to secondhand 37 

smoke from neighbors, and 38 

 39 

 Whereas, secondhand smoke for pregnant mothers inc reases the risk of 40 

birth defects, low birth weight babies, and 41 

 42 

 Whereas, children exposed to secondhand smoke have  higher rates of 43 

ear infections, asthma, bronchitis, and various oth er significant medical 44 

problems, and 45 

 46 

 Whereas, Americans living below the federal povert y level are 1.6 times 47 

as likely to smoke as are persons at or above this level, with high rates of 48 

smoking in section 8 housing 4, and 49 



 50 

 Whereas, an outright ban on smoking in all apartme nt buildings and 51 

section 8 housing would create an unfair burden for  smokers below the poverty 52 

line and could lead to more tenants smoking in “smo ke-free” apartments; 53 

therefore be it 54 

 55 

 RESOLVED:  That MSMS supports legislation that wou ld create 56 

incentives for landlords to have a geographically d istinct apartment 57 

complex(es) deemed “smoke-free”; and be it further 58 

 59 

RESOLVED:  That MSMS encourage its members to infor m patients who 60 

live in multi-unit housing with children the risks of secondhand smoke and the 61 

indirect exposure occurring in multiunit housing. 62 

________________________________________________________________ 63 

 64 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE:  NONE 65 
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