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House Action:

Whereas, obesity is considered by the WHO to be one  the most important
public health issues of this century due to its pre valence and association with
developing other diseases such as diabetes and card iovascular diseases ', and

Whereas the Michigan State Medical Society has join  ed the Healthy Kids
Healthy Michigan coalition to proactively curb chil dhood obesity in Michigan as
a way to lower the significant healthcare costs of pediatric obesity ", and

Whereas, the Journal of American Medical Associatio  n estimates that the
prevalence for overweight and obesity, combined, we re over two-thirds of the
population as of 2008, concurring with the National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey findings that there has beenas tatistically significant
increase in the prevalence of obesity over the past thirty years "', and

Whereas, the 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  encourages
Americans to consume more healthy foods like vegeta bles, fruits, whole grains,
fat free and low fat dairy products, and seafood, a  nd to consume less sodium,
saturated and trans fats, added sugars, and refined grains "V, and

Whereas, the USDA states the average American diet  falls short of the
past and current recommendations for fruit, vegetab les, milk, milk products and
whole grains, and exceeds the guidelines for the in  take of grains and meat. The
Economic Research Service reports show that current domestic fruit and
vegetable production are inadequate to meet demand were Americans to follow
dietary guidelines Y, and

Whereas, agricultural subsidy programs stimulate pr oduction of
government-favored commodities by raising incentive s to use scarce land and
farmer talent on some products rather than on other s". Specifically, the U.S.
government provides subsidies of approximately $20 billion annually to
producers of grains, oil seeds, cotton, sugar, and  dairy products, but limited
support for producers of fruits and vegetables ', and
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Whereas, the relative cost of subsidized products, such as carbonated
beverages and other foods high in fats, oils and su gars, declined over the last
25 years while the price of fresh fruits and vegeta  bles increased by 50% over
the same period of time ", and

Whereas, a recent study by the USDA estimated that  a 10-percent
subsidy increase in fruits and vegetables, from wha t was allocated by the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, would encoura  ge low income Americans
to increase their consumption of fruits by 2.1-5.2 percent and vegetables by 2.1-
4.9 percent ™; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That our MSMS advocate for an increase i n the proportion
of agricultural subsidies given to nutritionally va luable foods as defined by the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 in suppo  rt of the USDA’s
guidelines for a healthy national diet and the goal s of the Healthy Kids Healthy
Michigan coalition.

RESOLVED: That our MSMS support educational initia  tives such as
Healthy Kids Healthy Michigan to address the goal o f preventing child obesity,
and further promote healthy foods and activities.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE
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