
RESOLUTION 28-11 1 

 2 

Title:  Changing the Focus from using Marijuana fro m a Medical to 3 

a Legal Issue 4 

 5 

Introduced by: Annette Mercatante, MD, for the St. Clair County Delegation 6 

 7 

Original Author:  Annette Mercatante, MD 8 

 9 

Referred to:  Reference Committee B 10 

 11 

House Action:  12 

________________________________________________________________ 13 

 14 

Whereas, marijuana is the most popular illicit drug  in use in America with  15 

39.8 percent of the U.S. population having tried ma rijuana at least once,  with no 16 

documented risk of death or overdose due to acute t oxicity, and 17 

 18 

Whereas, marijuana use can pre-dispose people for s ubstance abuse 19 

later in life, affects many skills required for saf e driving, is associated with poor 20 

school outcomes, unprotected intercourse, and other  mental health disorders, 21 

yet does have limited evidence to support therapeut ic effects in the medical 22 

arena, and 23 

 24 

Whereas,  Michigan’s Medical Marihuana Program (MMM P) appears to 25 

reflect a sentiment by many in the state that assis tance should be provided to 26 

those truly suffering,  yet the reality is that man y people are obtaining medical 27 

marijuana certificates for bogus, poorly documented  reasons that ridicule the 28 

legitimacy of true therapeutic interventions and pl ace physicians in the position 29 

of being the “marijuana use gatekeepers,” with over  105,000 original  and 30 

renewal applications received since April 6, 2009, denying only those whose 31 

applications are “incomplete or missing documentati on,” and 32 

 33 

Whereas, the potential tax revenue for legally purc hasing marijuana for 34 

recreational or self-therapeutic use is estimated t o range from 2.5 to 9.1 billion 35 

dollars, and 36 

 37 

Whereas, the current use of “medical marijuana” cer tification creates 38 

tacit approval of marijuana use by the medical comm unity and may result in 39 

increased consumption particularly in our adolescen ts; therefore be it 40 

 41 

RESOLVED:  That the Michigan Delegation to the AMA ask the AMA to 42 

advocate that the consumption of marijuana be legal ized within the same 43 

framework as other drugs deemed to be low risk or t oxicity (alcohol and 44 

tobacco) and taxed accordingly, thus removing the r ole of a licensed 45 

practitioner to be the implicit gatekeeper for mari juana consumption. i 46 

________________________________________________________________ 47 

 48 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE:  NONE 49 
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