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14

15
Whereas, physicians who currently provide pro bono health care for16

uninsured patients may face legal action for the care they provide to these17
same patients, and18

19
Whereas, physicians who currently provide pro bono health care to20

uninsured patients in their practice site face denial of payment by insurers for21
other patients (e.g. HMO A discovers that Doctor John Doe provides pro bono22
care at his site for uninsured patients and then denies payment for all of23
Doctor Doe’s patients covered under HMO A), and24

25
Whereas, physicians who currently provide pro bono health care to26

uninsured patients in their practice site face potential criminal charges by27
federal authorities having different billing schemes (e.g. Medicare patients are28
billed $80 for a Level 3 visit while the uninsured patient is billed $0), and29

30
Whereas, pro bono health care may be the only means of diagnosis,31

prevention, and treatment for a substantial proportion of the population, and32
33

Whereas, the threat of denial of payment and criminal prosecution is34
currently a deterrent to physicians who wish to provide pro bono health care35
to uninsured patients at their practice site; therefore be it36

37
RESOLVED: That MSMS seek policies that would exempt physicians38

providing pro bono health care to uninsured patients at their practice sites39
from legal action, including medico-legal and criminal charges stemming from40
the care of pro bono-treated patients; and be it further41

42
RESOLVED: That MSMS seek policies to allow physicians to provide43

pro bono health care to uninsured patients at their practice sites without a44
subsequent denial of payment for treatment of insured patients.45

46

47
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE48


