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Whereas, access to vital health care documents on any patients current
and past medical conditions is essential, especially in acute care situations,
and

Whereas, in order for physicians to provide their patients with the
proper care; errors and duplication of services have occurred in patient care
because of a lack of communication of diagnostic information, current
medications, and past health history within the health care system,1 and

Whereas, significant resources are spent on duplicative diagnostic
tests, prescription errors, redundant insurance claims, and liability law suits
that occur as a result of lack of information,2 and

Whereas, designing an interoperable network to facilitate the sharing of
essential health care information from differing medical centers will improve
patient care and cost effectiveness across the health care system and provide
physicians with a more efficient way of practicing medicine, especially in
emergency situations,3 and

` Whereas, such systems will seamlessly process and incorporate
incoming data from existing electronic medical records at multiple health care
facilities as defined by the concept of interoperability,4 and

Whereas, the Veteran’s Administration hospital system already has
taken it upon itself to design such a program in order to link 5.3 million
patients’ records for easy access and adequate care through a universal
database that has created a cost-saving, safe, and effective central link
between 155 hospitals, 881 clinics, 135 nursing homes and 45 rehabilitation
centers nationwide,5 and

Whereas, this interoperable network will assist with circulation of
records and images and provide physicians with a tracking record of current



and past medications to enable safer prescription processing and more
efficient documentation,6 and

Whereas, this interoperable network will enable catalog development of
a multiuser database available to all health care providers at minimal or no
cost to their establishment or place of work, and

Whereas, this universal program will have a template form with spots
created for noting critical test results, interview information, medication
requests, and images compatible for all viewers who may be accessing the
program, and

Whereas, the National Health Information Network is a network of
networks built on top of an internet platform that securely connects
consumers, providers, and others who use health related data and services
while protecting the confidentiality of health information with shared
architecture, processes, and procedures to interconnect health information
and the professionals who use it,7 and

Whereas, the AMA already supports the development and use of
national health information technology (H-478.995) and plans to support all
efforts necessary to expedite the implementation of this process (D-478.995),
and

Whereas, policy still must be created to address and mandate
centralized collection and access to all new and existing electronic medical
records (EMR) files, and

Whereas, efforts through the National Coordinator for Health
Information Technology are developing, maintaining, and directing the
implementation of Health and Human Services strategic plan to guide the
nationwide implementation of interoperable health information technology in
both the public and private health care sectors by the year 2014,8 and

Whereas, the most feasible way to implement a universal electronic
medical record program associated with an interoperable network is to unite
current and future planned corporate and government based production
elements and that without government input, corporate competition to develop
proprietary systems such as Google Health and Microsoft Health Vault will not
result in successful achievement of true interoperability,9 and

Whereas, the government’s duties in relation to the database will pertain
to implementation, maintenance, and system user oversight, and

Whereas, as the number of providers who accept e-medicine reaches
critical mass, more third party payers, including Medicare, are likely to



recognize its efficiencies and include reimbursements for it in contracts with
providers,10 and

Whereas, in an attempt to alleviate the cost barrier, on August 8, 2006,
the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services and the Office of the Inspector
General simultaneously established rules creating an exception to the
Physician’s Self-Referral Stark Law and a new safe harbor to the anti-kickback
statute, which were intended to support and promote physician adoption of e-
prescribing and EMR technology,11 and

Whereas, the number one goal of all physicians is always to provide
their patients with the best quality of life and care, requiring negotiation
between a multitude of decisions, considerations, numbers, possibilities, and
warnings, but that without the proper knowledge, tools, and information
available at the point of service wherever that may be, health care providers
are limited in what they can accomplish; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS recognize the efforts of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services and the National Health Information Network
(NHIN) and push for an accelerated implementation of the NHIN program
earlier than 2014; and be it further

RESOLVED: That MSMS support an initiative to unite the development
of HIPAA-compliant electronic health information software between
government and for-profit corporations and encourage interoperability; and be
it further

RESOLVED: That the Michigan Delegation to the AMA ask the AMA to
recognize the efforts of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
and the NHIN and push for an accelerated implementation of the NHIN
program earlier than 2014; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the Michigan Delegation to the AMA ask the AMA to
support an initiative to unite the development of HIPAA-compliant electronic
health information software between government and for-profit corporations
and encourage interoperability.
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