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Whereas, herpes zoster (shingles) in the elderly can cause significant
morbidity and chronic pain, and

Whereas, a vaccine (Zostavax) now exists to prevent herpes zoster
eruptions, and

Whereas, patients are often redirected from their primary care physician’s
office to a pharmacy to get this vaccine due to Medicare D considering this a
pharmaceutical and not covering the cost when administered in the physician’s
office, and

Whereas, this can cause inconvenience and reduces rates of
immunization; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS seek a change in the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services policy to allow reimbursement to the primary care physician
for the cost and administration of the vaccine for herpes zoster when given in the
primary care physician’s office.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE


