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Whereas, 89 percent of physicians surveyed felt that direct-to-
consumer-advertising (DTCA) has not improved the doctor-physician
relationship and 71 percent felt pressured to prescribe medication that they
would not normally prescribe (B. Mintzes 2002), and

Whereas, pharmaceutical companies have increased their sales by
$2.20 for every dollar spent on DTCA, and have increased the money spent on
DTCA by 330 percent from 1996 to 2005 (Donohue 2007), and

Whereas, most DTCA is focused on new medications that have been on
the market an average of one year, which is before long-term hazards can be
adequately evaluated, and

Whereas, DTCA is focused on expensive medication that have no
generic equivalent; therefore be it

RESOLVED: That MSMS urge the Michigan state legislature and the
governor to support legislation that would ban direct-to-consumer advertising
in the state of Michigan; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the Michigan Delegation to the AMA ask the AMA to
urge the federal government to ban direct-to-consumer advertising.

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE FISCAL NOTE: NONE
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