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1. Your MSMS Membership Matters Now More Than
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Ever Details & Registration

For nearly 150 years, the

mission of the Michigan State
Medical Society has remained
largely the same: Advocate September 17, 2014

for physicians, educate St. Mary's of Michigan - Saginaw
physicians, and work toward

HIPAA Security Compliance:
Be Prepared

better health care for all in October 24, 2014
Michigan. Somerset Inn - Troy
While the mission of MSMS Details & Registration >>

has stayed consistent, the needs and obligations of Michigan

physicians have changed dramatically with much of that change

coming within the last 10 years. Physicians are dealing with More Events >>
changing employment and payment models, implementation of

electronic medical records, and an increasingly complex regulatory

environment.

West Michigan
Medical Center

You don't have to deal with these issues alone. As the only
organization that represents all Michigan physicians regardless of
specialty or practice type, MSMS is here to be a resource for you
and your staff. MSMS can help you navigate a challenging health
care environment and focus on what you do best, taking care of
patients. No other organization can do for you what MSMS does for
you.

For Lease - Grand Rapids, MI
Find more details af:
www.medicalgrandrapids.com

Your membership in MSMS is a vital step in keeping the practice of
medicine viable in the state of Michigan. Your MSMS dues renewal
notice will be arriving soon. Please renew right away for 2015 and




receive a free CME course of our choice. Your membership and
support help preserve the profession and protect your patients.

For questions about MSMS membership, please contact Joshua C.
Richmond, Director, Membership & Political Fundraising, at 517-
336-5788 or jrichmond@msms.org.

2. Crucial 2014 Elections: Vote in Aug. 5 Primary - See
MDPAC Endorsements

We're told each election year
that this is the most important
year to cast your vote. And if
you don't have a seat at the
table, you're on the menu.
MSMS firmly believes this
election year will shape the
future not only for our state,
but the future of medicine as
well. We can have an impact
on our future on Tuesday, Aug. 5, in the Primary Elections.

The MSMS physician community has done an incredible job of
advocating on behalf of its profession. We have seen positive
progress for physicians and our patients in Lansing. Yet, at this
moment, we cannot take a step back. We need to keep moving
forward and make our voices heard in the upcoming state and
federal elections. MSMS members, families, and staff are strongly
urged to vote for the candidates endorsed by the Michigan Doctors'
Political Action Committee that are listed in the link below. These
candidates, both Republican and Democrat, were carefully vetted
by MDPAC and have demonstrated their strong belief in the future
of medicine.

If you have additional questions about candidates, please do not
hesitate to contact Steve Japinga, Chief of Public Policy and
Legislative Affairs, at either 517-336-5781 or sjapinga@msms.org
or Joshua C. Richmond, Director, Membership & Political
Fundraising, at 517-336-5788 or jrichmond@msms.org.

MDPAC Endorsed Candidates

To find out who is running in your neck of the woods, please visit
the Michigan Secretary of State election website.

3. Courts Split on ACA Subsidies: What Now?

The "buzz" via news outlets and social
media this week has been the
conflicting decisions by two U.S.
appeals courts on challenges to the
legality of subsidies provided pursuant
to the Affordable Care Act.
Challengers have argued that a strict
reading of the law permits subsidies to
be received by eligible individuals
purchasing health insurance only from
a state-operated Health Insurance
Exchange (a.k.a. Marketplace). And, therefore, the Internal
Revenue Service's (IRS) guidance allowing subsidies to be

AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT

MADE IN MICHIGAN.

CHEMICAL
BANK. &y

Member FDIC

2 ALIGN

RECRUITMENT
Doctors Wanted in

New Zealand

Want a better work/life balance?
Call Larry @ 800-511-6976 or
email lar alignrecruitment.com

Meaningful
Use Consulting

MEMS experts help vou qualify
far Medicars & Medicaid EHR
incentives

Chooss six-hour consultation
or unlimited for one year

Special discounts for MSMS
members!

msms.org/hit

For more info, pleass
contact Dara Barrera
at djbarrera@msms.org
or (217) 336-5770.




provided regardless of whether the exchange is state or federally
operated was outside of their authority.

The 2-1 decision by the U.S. Appeals Court for the District of
Columbia in Halbig v. Burwell said that the ACA restricted the

subsidies to "exchanges 'established by the state.

However, the

Fourth Circuit Court in Richmond, VA, ruled in King v. Burwell that
Congress's intent was that the subsidies be provided in both state

and federally operated exchanges.

What do these rulings mean to Michigan residents and residents in
the 35 other states with federally-operated Marketplaces? Not
much at this point. There is no immediate impact on either
coverage or premium tax credits. Both decisions likely will be
appealed, thereby staying the decision in the Halbig case and
postponing a final conclusion until all legal options are exhausted.

Kaiser Health News has provided a Brief Consumer Guide To
Health Law Court Decisions that you and your patients may find

helpful.

4. Learn How Payment Reform Affects Physicians and
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Payment reform and data
mining are intrinsically related.
Reimbursement is directly
linked to data-driven quality
measures and reducing the
overall cost of health care.
The health of a given
population can be better
managed through the use of
data and the success of an

Accountable Care Organization can be impacted by data
integration and utilization. Yet the benefits of data mining are not
limited to patient care. Among other applications, data can
determine patient satisfaction and financial losses can be
minimized by analyzing billing records.

How have you and your practice responded to the changes in
payment reform? Have you been successful in meeting the
challenges and opportunities that have been driven by these

changes?

An October 8 conference on "Confronting Changes is Payment
Reform" will address these and other issues influenced by payment
reform. The featured speaker is Suzanne F. Delbanco, PhD, MPH.
She is the executive director of Catalyst for Payment Reform
(CPR), a nonprofit, independent corporation working to improve
"how we pay for health services and promote higher-value care in
the US." See the CPR website. For more information and to register
for this conference, please go to www.msms.org/eo.

Learn How to Avoid Medical Billing and Coding Problems
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Seeking paid reviewers in the
following specialties:

* Cardiology
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* General Surgery

+ Hematclegy/Oncology
* Internal Medicine

* Nephrology

* Pain Medicine

* Pediacrics

* Podiatry

* Pulmonary Disease

* Neurological Surgery
* Oral Surgery

« Orehepedic Surgery
» Vascular Surgery

For more information, visit peermaviewmi.net
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