
Justices Zahra (left) and Viviano urge the 
MSMS Board to get involved in the 
Supreme Court race.
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1. Physician Engagement Is Critical in Supreme Court 
Race - Join MDPAC

The Michigan Doctors' 
Political Action Committee 
(MDPAC) Board of Directors 
reminds physicians of the 
importance of getting involved 
in 2014 elections. The best 
way to do that is to become 
an MDPAC member. By doing 
so, you help MSMS advocate 
health policy on your behalf 
and help MDPAC support 
candidates who will represent 
your profession and your 

patients well in all levels of government.

The Michigan Supreme Court race will be especially crucial, as the 
tort reforms MSMS and its members fought so hard to pass in 1993 
hang in the balance of this election. Justice Brian Zahra and Justice 
David Viviano, two MDPAC-endorsed justices who are part of the 
current rule-of-law majority that believes in upholding existing laws, 
are running for re-election to the Supreme Court.

The opposition? Attorney Richard Bernstein, of the Sam Bernstein 
Law Firm, is expected to be one of the three nominees on the 
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opposing side of the ticket, which includes activist candidates who 
aim to legislate from the bench. The deep pockets of the 
Bernsteins, combined with the Michigan Association for Justice's 
(formerly Trial Attorneys) rabid engagement from its members to 
bolster the other two candidates on this side of the ticket, promise 
to make this an extremely tough race. That is why physician 
engagement is so critical! 

Support Justice Zahra directly >>
Support Justice Viviano directly >>

2. Fed Government Grants $8M to Train Detroit-area 
Physicians

On Monday, the federal 
government issued an $8 
million grant to the Detroit 
Wayne County Health 
Authority to train 
approximately 85 new 
physicians, according to a 
July 8 Detroit News article.

The News also reports that 
the Michigan grants are part of $83.4 million announced by the US 
Department of Health & Human Services Secretary Sylvia Mathews 
Burwell for primary care residency programs in 60 Teaching Health 
Centers across the nation. The DWCHA will direct $2.25 million for 
primary care residency training and $2.1 million to increase the 
number of pediatricians in Detroit and Wayne County.

3. ASM Anchors Fall Slate of MSMS Educational 
Programming

It might be summer, but that 
doesn't mean the MSMS 
Foundation has taken a 
vacation from planning 
quality, convenient 
educational programs for 
Michigan physicians and their 
office staff. On the contrary. 
Here's a sampling of 
upcoming events to put on 
your calendar: 

• MSMS Leadership Summit - Wednesday, October 1, 
Lansing Center in Lansing

• Confronting Changes in Payment Reform - Wednesday, 
October 8, MSU Management Education Center in Troy

• Patient-Centered Medical Home: Supporting Patients 
through Population Health - Tuesday, October 21, Somerset 
Inn in Troy

• Annual Scientific Meeting - The best way to learn the latest 
in clinical sciences and earn valuable CME. Wednesday-
Saturday, October 21-25, Somerset Inn in Troy

More courses, conferences, webinars >>



4. Patients, Physicians Invited to Attend Health 
Endowment Fund Listening Sessions

The Michigan Health 
Endowment Fund will hold a 
six-stop listening tour to 
assess the health issues 
facing Michigan residents and 
health care professionals, 
according to a release issued 
today.

The first session will be held on Monday, July 21, at the Kellogg 
Center in East Lansing. The five remaining sessions will be held in 
various regions of the state with specific locations yet to be 
determined.

The fund was created as a result of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan (BCBSM) reform from 2013. BCBSM must contribute 
$1.56 billion to the fund over a period of 18 years. 

Read more and register >>

5. What's Shaping the Future of Medical Education? 
Michigan Medicine Explores

Medical education is in the 
throes of a massive facelift. At 
the core of all these changes 
is the concept that each 
physician has a role to play in 
improving the health of a 
nation, not just the patient in 
front of them. And students 
should come out of medical 
school prepared to meet that 
challenge. The Michigan 
Medicine cover story "Medical 
School Curricula Changing to 
Align with New Trends in 
Health Care Delivery" delves 
into this topic and shared 

insight from leaders in the field. 

Read entire issue >>
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