
Patients and physicians 
have a Right2Care!

2018 Physician Survey
In March, the Michigan State Medical Society administered a survey to 
Michigan physicians in regards to maintenance of certification. Here is the 
survey methodology:

• 18-question, web-based survey
• Sample of 1000 Michigan physicians drawn from MSMS members 

and non-members.
• 34.6% primary care / 65.4% specialists
• Sample refined to ensure that all participating physicians are 

currently licensed to practice medicine in Michigan.

7
When asked to rate MOC’s burden, 

physicians rated it as 
a 7 on a scale 

of 10. 

1
When asked whether patients care 

about their MOC status, 
physicians rated it as a 

1 on a 10-point 
scale

1
When asked if MOC provides all they 

need to remain a competent 
physician, they rated it as 

a 1 on a 10-point 
scale.

MSMS 
POLICY 

ON MOC
MSMS supports Maintenance 

of Certification (MOC) only under 
all of the following circumstances:

• MOC must be voluntary;
• MOC must not be a  

condition of licensure,  
hospital privileges,  
health plan  
participation; 

• MOC should not  
be the monopoly  
of any single entity.

3
When asked to rate whether MOC 

activities are relevant to their 
patients, physicians rated 

them as a 3 on a 
10-point 

scale 

2
When asked if MOC is worth the 

time and effort required, 
physicians rated it as a 

2 on a 10-point 
scale.

85% would support legislation that prohibits  
payers in Michigan from requiring MOC.

83% would support legislation that prohibits  
hospitals in Michigan from requiring MOC.
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What is Board Certification?
After completing 9-14 years of education and training, physicians are eligible 
for board certification within their specialty. 

Board certification began as a way to standardize the measure of physicians 
upon completion of their training. It has evolved into a multi-million dollar 
industry that charges significant fees to physicians for recertification and 
amasses large amounts of health care data as a condition of this process. 
This is all done under the unsubstantiated claim that physicians who are 
re-certified are somehow more qualified. Re-certification has become a  
barrier to physicians to stay in practice and has yet to produce any real  
evidence of the efficacy of this process.” 

What is MOC?
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) is a process of physician certification 
maintenance through one of the 24 approved medical specialty boards of the 
American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) and the 18 approved medical 
specialty boards of the American Osteopathic Association (AOA). 

60% of physicians spend a minimum of one week 
per year to meet the requirements of MOC. This is on 
top of Michigan’s continuing education requirements, 
which are among the most stringent nationally.

The percentage of physicians whose 
annual cost to maintain their board 
certification is greater than $1,000.

26% spend between $1-$499 per year
19% spend between $500-$999 per year
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