
2025-2026 COVID-19 Vaccine              
Frequently Asked Questions 

Access and Availability 

Where can I get the COVID-19 vaccine?
Vaccines are available at many pharmacies, local health departments and health care provider offices across Michigan.  

Where can children go to get a COVID-19 vaccine? 
• Pharmacies can vaccinate children as young as 3 years old, but check ahead to learn more about the pharmacy’s 

policy on vaccinating kids. 
• Local health departments. 
• Provider offices, such as pediatrician offices. 

Does vaccination lower the risk of passing COVID-19 to others? 
Getting vaccinated helps protect not only you, but also your loved ones and those you come in contact with in the 
community. Vaccination lowers the risk of bringing severe illness into your household and also spreading it in                         
your community.

Why is the vaccine recommended every year?
Protection from COVID-19 vaccines can decrease over time. Annual vaccination helps provide protection against severe 
illness, hospitalization and death — especially as new variants of the virus circulate in the community. 

When seeking a vaccine, do I need to say that I’m high risk or have an underlying condition?
If you have not received your 2025-26 COVID-19 vaccine, you may consider yourself high risk or as having an underlying 
condition that puts you at high risk when answering screening/eligibility questions.

Should pregnant women get the COVID-19 vaccine?
Yes. The vaccine is recommended at any point in pregnancy. It also helps protect the baby from severe illness. This 
guidance is consistent with ACOG, which continues to recommend COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy. More 
information is available in ACOG’s practice advisory on COVID-19 vaccination and obstetric care.

General Guidance

Who should get the 2025-26 COVID-19 vaccine?
Michigan’s Chief Medical Executive Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian has issued a standing recommendation that states everyone 
6 months and older may be considered eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. This aligns with guidance from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), American Academy 
of Family Physicians (AAFP) and the American College of Physicians (ACP). 

View the MDHHS 2025-26 COVID-19 vaccine guidance for more information.

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/CME-Standing-Recommendation-Regarding-2025-COVID-19-Vaccines-FINAL-436pm_09182025.pdf?rev=7626de11c8c848ba8992a6ab28130a9e
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/CME-Standing-Recommendation-Regarding-2025-COVID-19-Vaccines-FINAL-436pm_09182025.pdf?rev=7626de11c8c848ba8992a6ab28130a9e
https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care
https://www.aafp.org/news/media-center/statements/aafp-announces-fall-immunization-recommendations-reaffirming-commitment-to-vaccine-safety-and-public-health.html
https://www.aafp.org/news/media-center/statements/aafp-announces-fall-immunization-recommendations-reaffirming-commitment-to-vaccine-safety-and-public-health.html
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf?_gl=1*iy9t9p*_ga*NDgxMjk4MDU2LjE3NTc5NDM2MDQ.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NTc5NDM2MDQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTc5NDM2MDQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization?_gl=1*1y8jdjr*_gcl_au*MTY5NTI5NjY0NC4xNzU2OTMwOTE1*_ga*MTQwMDU3Nzk3Ni4xNzU2OTMwOTE1*_ga_PM4F5HBGFQ*czE3NTcwMDc3MzUkbzQkZzEkdDE3NTcwMDc3NzEkajI0JGwwJGgw&_ga=2.1158
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Keeping-Michigan-Healthy/Chronic-Disease/Seasonal-Respiratory-Viruses/COVID-19-Vaccine-Recommendations-2025-2026.pdf?rev=b27f8ba7d9bb4b41b9112447541c8270&hash=1ACB7588DB2782DC126ECD7B8E1B6AE2


The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) does not discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, national origin, color, 
sex, disability, religion, age, height, weight, familial status, partisan considerations, or genetic information. Sex-based discrimination includes, but is not limited to, 
discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, sex characteristics, and pregnancy.
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What if I don’t have a primary care provider?
You can find vaccines at pharmacies and local health departments. Both pharmacies and local health departments can 
administer vaccines to eligible people. Please call ahead to ensure vaccine availability. 

Coverage and Cost

Do I have to pay out of pocket for the COVID-19 vaccine?
The COVID-19 vaccine is covered at no cost for most Michigan residents. Medicaid, Medicare and most commercial 
insurance plans cover the vaccine. Nationally, health insurance providers have reaffirmed that they are committed to 
ensuring no-cost coverage.

What if I’m uninsured?
Local health departments and other community providers may have vaccine supplies available for uninsured individuals. 
Call your local health department to learn more about options in your area. Use this interactive map to find your local 
health department.

What if I am charged for my COVID-19 vaccine? 
If you are billed unexpectedly, contact your health insurance plan. The Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial 
Services is prepared to assist consumers with any questions or concerns about their health insurance. Their call center is 
available Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 877-999-6442.  

Should I still get a vaccine if I recently had COVID-19?
You can still choose to get vaccinated. Some people may consider delaying a COVID-19 vaccine dose by three months 
after infection before getting their next dose, but it’s best to discuss timing with your health care provider or pharmacist.

Can I get the COVID-19 vaccine at the same time as flu or RSV shots?
Yes. COVID-19 vaccines can be given at the same visit as other recommended vaccines, including flu and RSV. Talk with 
your health care provider or pharmacist about what’s right for you.

How are COVID-19 vaccines tested for safety?
COVID-19 vaccines have gone through intensive safety testing. The vaccines continue to be rigorously studied and 
monitored, even after Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval, to make sure they continue to meet FDA standards 
for safety and effectiveness. Evidence shows that COVID-19 vaccines significantly reduce risk of severe illness,                         
hospitalization and death; and hundreds of millions of doses have been safely given across the U.S.

Safety and E�ectiveness

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/county-offices/lhd
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions/

