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1. BCBSM PGIP Specialty Fee Uplifts in 2015

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan's (BCBSM) 
Physician Group Incentive 
Program (PGIP) continues to 
grow and to evolve. PGIP 
initially focused predominantly 
on building primary care 
infrastructure; however, over 
the past few years, there has 
been increased emphasis on 

bringing specialists into the PGIP mix. The Michigan State Medical 
Society (MSMS) has dedicated a tremendous amount of time and 
effort successfully advocating that BCBSM expand the number of 
specialty physicians eligible to receive increased professional fees 
(a.k.a, fee uplifts) and include specialty societies in the identification 
of appropriate quality metrics used for selection by BCBSM. 

Read more >>

2. Hardship Exception Applications to Avoid the 2015 
Medicare Payment Adjustment Due November 30, 
2014

CMS reopened the 
submission period for 
hardship exception 
applications for eligible 
professionals and eligible 
hospitals to avoid the 2015 
Medicare payment 

Physician Online Rating and 
Reviews: Do's and Don'ts

December 3, 2014
Free Online Webinar

The number and use of physician 
rating and review websites is 
growing. In fact, studies confirm 
that many adults are using the 
Internet to not only search for 
health information, but also, to 
choose who should provide their 
health care. The presentation 
offers physicians and their staff 
some helpful tips on how to deal 
with online ratings and reviews.

Details & Registration >>

Complete Coding Updates for 
2015

December 2, 2014
Somerset Inn - Troy

December 3, 2014
MSMS Headquarters - East 
Lansing

December 3, 2014
Online Webinar

Which ICD-9 and CPT codes 
affect your practice? Which affect 
your reimbursement? What 
Medicare updated information is 
available before the New Year? 
Come and learn the most up-to-
date information on new CPT 
codes to be used January 1, 
2015, and information about the 
ICD-9 codes that you should 



adjustments for not 
demonstrating meaningful use 
of Certified Electronic Health 
Record Technology (CEHRT). 
The deadline is 11:59 PM 
EST November 30, 2014.

Eligible professionals and 
eligible hospitals that have 
never met meaningful use 

before may apply during this reopened hardship exception 
application submission period if they meet two specific criteria. 

Read more >>

3. Michigan State Loan Repayment Program

The Michigan State Loan Repayment Program (MSLRP) assists 
employers in the recruitment and retention of medical, dental, and 
mental healthcare providers who continue to demonstrate their 
commitment to building long-term primary care practices in 
underserved communities designated as Health Professional 
Shortage Areas (HPSAs). MSLRP will assist those selected by 
providing up to $200,000 in tax-free funds to repay their educational 
debt over a period of up to eight years. Participants will enter into 
consecutive two-year MSLRP service obligations requiring them to 
remain employed for a minimum of 40 hours per week for no less 
than 45 weeks per year at eligible nonprofit practice sites providing 
primary healthcare services to ambulatory populations. 

Read more >>
MSLRP Program Opportunity Update >>

4. Real-Time Prescription Benefit Inquiry Survey

The AMA encourages your participation in a survey being 
conducted by the National Council for Prescription Drug Programs 
(NCPDP). The NCPDP is the organization responsible for creating 
and maintaining prescription drug electronic standards. Input from 
the health care industry will help set priorities for the creation of a 
real-time prescription benefit inquiry (RTPBI) transaction, as well as 
determine the scope of content for a future RTPBI transaction. 

Read more >>
Take the survey >>

5. Pay Your MSMS Dues by Year End to Get 
Deduction

Whether it's legislative advocacy, practice services, or educational 
programming that makes your membership in MSMS worthwhile, 
remember that those benefits won't last unless you renew. 
Remember: up to 87 percent of your dues may be tax deductible. 
Pay your dues before December 31, to take advantage of that on 
your next tax return!

THREE WAYS TO RENEW: 

1. Call MSMS Membership Coordinators Heather Pratt (517-
336-5719) or Hannah Dingwell (517-336-5762) to pay by 
phone.

have been using for the past 
months.

Details & Registration >>

More Events >>



2. Pay online at www.msms.org/dues. (Have your dues invoice 
handy for reference.)

3. Fax your invoice payment to 517-336-5797.

Renew your membership now >>
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