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May 23, 2014 
 

Dear Representative Haines:  
 
First, we would like to applaud your remarkable advocacy in putting patients 
first as Chair of the House Health Policy Committee.   
 
Patients put their lives in the hands of their health care providers every day; 
and every day, physicians, physician assistants, nurses, technologists and 
others work hard to keep that trust. Health care providers keep it by being 
transparent. We keep it by doing what is right, despite the pressures put upon 
us. But more than anything, we keep it by putting patients first.  
 
It might seem obvious, but that’s what health care is supposed to be all about – 
helping patients. And physicians and nurses provide the highest quality health 
care when we work together as a team. We are a team that strives each day for 
the better health of each of our patients and a team to be supported and 
strengthened by state policies that have the best interest of the patient in 
mind. 
 
Unfortunately, Senate Bill 2, a narrowly-focused piece of special interest 
legislation, would have the opposite effect and put patients across Michigan at 
risk by reducing the training requirements for those who diagnose and treat 
patients and prescribe their medications.   
 
Senate Bill 2 would use the legislature to do an end-run around hundreds of 
years of medical science while declaring that patients simply don’t need the 
best trained health care providers. The end result would be a health care 
system radically altered to put special interests above patient care and safety. 
That’s the wrong move for Michigan, and it is a dangerous move for patients. 
 
Furthermore, claims from SB 2 supporters that our primary care physicians 
won’t be able to handle the influx of new patients enrolled through the 
Affordable Care Act are unfounded. Based on recent reports from Kaiser Health 
News, who conducted interviews with community health centers, large  
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physician practices and insurers nationwide, the nation’s primary care 
physicians are handling the increased number of insured patients without 
major problems, so far. Bottom line: there is no need for SB 2! 
 
We thank you for your careful and thoughtful consideration of this unnecessary 
and dangerous legislation, and we hope that other legislators will focus on 
protecting patients as much as you have. We urge them to put patients first 
and to vote NO on Senate Bill 2. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
 
James D. Grant, MD 
President 


