
Hearing To Be Held On Advanced Practice Nurses Bill 
        

Ten months after passing the Senate, the House Health Policy Committee will 

hold a hearing - testimony only, no voting - on controversial legislation that would 

expand the scope of practice for advanced practice nurses to allow them to 

perform some duties now reserved for physicians. 

 

The battle over SB 2  has been one of the most hard-fought of the 97th 

Legislature. 

 

Sen. Mark Jansen (R-Gaines Township), the sponsor of the bill, has made the 

issue his major priority in the remaining months he has in office before term limits 

forces his departure in January. Groups representing the advanced practice 

nurses have pressed relentlessly for Rep. Gail Haines (R-Lake Angelus), the 

Health Policy Committee chair, to act on the legislation. 

But physicians have mounted an all-out effort to stop the 

legislation. Ms. Haines has opposed the legislation as written and 

instead called for a compromise. She said Mr. Jansen has put 

considerable work into the legislation and advanced practice 

nurses play an important role in health care. 

 

Finally, there will be a hearing September 9 to hear testimony on 

the bill. 

 

"I think they deserve a review," Ms. Haines said. 

 

After the hearing, Ms. Haines said she will begin a workgroup to review the issue 

of access to health care in rural areas. One of the justifications supporters of SB 

2 cite for the legislation is a lack of physicians in less populated areas. 

 

In the months since the bill narrowly passed the Senate, Mr. Jansen and 

advocates have urged House action on the bill, but Ms. Haines said one of the 

groups was completely resistant to any compromise. 

 

"So to be very honest with you, I stopped taking meetings and gave Senator 

Jansen the opportunity to work his bill," she said. "Now I'm going to step forward 

and assist him a little bit more and hope we can come up with something we can 

all agree on." 

 
Rep. Gail 

Haines 
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And the word compromise is key, she said. 

 

She recalled that an advanced practice nurse was part of the medical team that 

along with Ms. Haines' husband, a physician, helped Ms. Haines' father live two 

more years through a high quality of care. 

 

"I truly have seen first-hand the importance of an advance nurse practitioner. 

However, there is always room for compromise. There are a lot of very interested 

stakeholders who are not on board with Senate Bill 2," she said. "Let's un-dig 

those heels and do what's right for Michigan citizens." 

 

But Ms. Haines said at this point, she was not prepared to discuss what a 

compromise would entail. 

 

"I need to see how far everyone is willing to come," she said. "I don't have the 

perfect answer yet." 

 

Mr. Jansen did not return a message. 

 


